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GCC hails
EU move
on Israeli
settlements

The six-nation Gulf Co-op-
eration Council welcomed 
yesterday EU plans to ban 

its 28 members from dealing 
with Jewish settlements, hoping 
the move would push forward 
peace eff orts. 

The guidelines, published in 
the EU’s Offi  cial Journal on Fri-
day, forbid EU member states 
from funding or dealing with en-
tities in territories occupied by 
the Jewish state in 1967. 

Offi  cials have warned of a seri-
ous crisis between the European 
Union and Israel over the move. 

The GCC states “welcome 
the European Union’s decision 
which they hope will back inter-
national eff orts to revive peace 
talks between Palestinians and 
Israel, and press Israel to end its 
occupation of Palestinian terri-
tories”, said their chief Abdullatif 
al-Zayani. 

Zayani said the decision was 
“wise and refl ects the EU’s solid 
stance in rejecting Israel’s set-
tlement policy and its confi scat-
ing of Palestinian territories in a 
clear violation of all agreements, 
international law, and UN reso-
lutions”. 

Settlement building in the ter-
ritories occupied by Israel in the 
1967 Six-Day War is considered 
illegal under international law 
and has been the main point of 
contention between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

The EU guidelines will apply 
to Israeli companies, universi-
ties or other bodies operating in 
areas occupied by Israel since the 
1967 war, including the Golan 
Heights, the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem.
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Saudi suspect 
in underwear 
bomb bid ‘has
trained others’
The US believes the Saudi 

man suspected of design-
ing underwear bombs for 

Al Qaeda’s Yemeni affi  liate has 
trained a small number of people 
on his advanced bomb-making 
techniques, a senior US offi  cial 
said on Friday.

The remarks by John Pistole, 
who heads the US Transporta-
tion Security Administration, 
were some of the most detailed 
public comments to date about 
Ibrahim Hassan al-Asiri and the 
thwarted May 2012 plot by Al 
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, 
or AQAP, to blow up a plane with 

an underwear bomb.
“There is intelligence that he 

has unfortunately trained others 
and there’s a lot of eff ort to iden-
tify those folks,” Pistole told the 
Aspen Security Forum in Colo-
rado.

Asked by Reuters afterward 
about the nature of that intel-
ligence, Pistole said Asiri was 
believed to have trained a small 
number of people. He added 
that the intelligence was “cred-
ible”.

Believed to be in his early 30s, 
Asiri, who survived a US drone 
missile attack in 2011, has drawn 
scrutiny for his skill at fash-
ioning hard-to-detect bombs 
and hiding them in clothing or 
equipment.

He became an urgent priority 
for Western counter-terrorism 
offi  cials after his suspected role 
in planning strikes on the US 
in 2009 and 2010, plots that 
included the failed bombing 
of a Detroit-bound airliner on 
Christmas Day in 2009.

The Detroit plot was discov-
ered only when the explosive 
sewn into the bomber’s under-
wear misfi red as the airliner fl ew 
over US territory.

Pistole said Asiri’s 2012 at-
tempt utilised a more sophis-

ticated device using a new type 
of explosive the US had not seen 
previously.

Asiri also used a double-in-
itiation system for igniting the 
bomb and enclosed the device in 
caulk to prevent leakage of any 
explosive vapours that could be 
detected by airport equipment 
or bomb-sniffi  ng dogs, Pistole 
said.

“He gave (the presumed at-
tacker) instructions to get on the 
plane ... and fl y to the US and 
blow himself up over the US,” he 
said.

“Fortunately, that terrorist 
was a double agent,” Pistole said, 
referring to the US-British-Sau-
di undercover counter-terrorism 
operation.

A Riyadh-born former chem-
istry student who once plot-
ted to bomb oil facilities in 
Saudi Arabia, Asiri served nine 
months in jail in Saudi Arabia 
for attempting to join a militant 
group in Iraq to fi ght US troops 
there.

He later moved to Yemen and 
joined AQAP, and is suspected of 
providing the bomb that killed 
his younger brother in a failed 
bid to assassinate Saudi coun-
ter-terrorism chief Prince Mo-
hamed bin Nayef in 2009.

Reuters
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A woman is weighed on a scale yesterday in Dubai as part of a campaign entitled “Your 
Weight in Gold” launched by the municipality of the emirate. The campaign promises one 
gramme of gold for every kilo shed, provided a minimum of two kilos of weight are lost by 
August 16. 

Less is more
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